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Campus Updates  
Colin Beach 
Rose News Editor 
 
 The Fireside Chat with Pres-
ident Rob Coons last week provided 
great insight on the future of Rose-
Hulman. One of the first questions 
was about the naming of the new 
glass patio outside the Mussallem 
Union. President Coons delivered, 
with the first public announcement 
of the decision, that the space is to be 
called “The Pi-vilion.” The name is a 
clear play-on word of “pavilion” and 
the mathematical “pi.” Where else 
but Rose to have such a nerdy name? 
The student who suggested the win-
ning name during the October con-
test has not been announced yet, but 
more news is said to come. 
 Other interesting takeaways 
from the Fireside Chat included up-
dates on the new academic building, 
school finances, and the bell tower. 
The construction for the new build-
ing next to Moench Hall is excitingly 
under budget and on schedule. It is 
planned to be open for the academic 
year 2021-22, and will feature lab and 
meeting spaces, as well as the new 
location of the Chemistry & Bio-
chemistry Department.  
 The bell tower has also been 
under recent construction. A new 
sound to the freshman, the bells were 
silent the first half of the year be-
cause most mechanical parts had 
worn out. Originally purchased from 
France, the bell needed replacements 
from its manufacturer location, 
which took much time to receive. 
Luckily, some parts have already ar-
rived, allowing the tower to be fixed 
and ringing once more. 




 Everyone knows that the mantra 
at Rose is “It’ll be worth it in the end.” For 
people like Matthew Fouts, an alumni 
with a very successful career working in 
software development for Rural King, the 
mantra holds true. 
 Matthew graduated from Rose 
with a Bachelors in Physics and later with 
a Masters in Engineering Management.   
 According to Matthew’s very 
proud parents, he’s always been very 
smart with “a sponge instead of brain mat-
ter.” Just being smart isn’t what made 
Matthew this successful though. When 
asked what about Rose prepared him the 
most for his career he said, “the ability to 
sit down and get stuff done.” Along with 
this he gave some very good advice for 
those still trying to figure out what they 
want after Rose: “If you want to have a 
successful career, go out and get jobs to 
find out what you’re interested in.” Expe-
rience is the best way to learn, and any 
experience is a learning experience.   
 While working for Rural King, 
Matthew also occasionally helps his par-
ents on weekends to manage Mama’s Piz-
za. Previously Pizza City, Mark Fouts 
(Matthew’s father) bought the building a 
few months ago as a birthday present for 
his wife, Mary, also known as Mama.  
 Matthew helped get all of the 
cash registers and IT stuff running and got 
the business off the ground pretty quick. 
With several 5 star reviews and, in my 
opinion, breadsticks better than Olive 
Garden, it’s pretty obvious why this place 
is gaining so much popularity.  
 Right now, first time customers 
get a FREE 2 piece breadstick and dipping 
sauce with purchase and coupon! You can 
pick up your coupon in the Percopo 
Classroom while supplies last. Mama’s 
Pizza is open Tuesday through Sunday 
from 4-9 pm, with delivery on weekends 
only, located at 6325 S. State Road 46, 
Terre Haute, IN, 47802.  
 I very highly encourage every 
student and faculty member to try 
Mama’s amazing pizza. The breadsticks 
are truly mind-blowing and you won’t 
find better pizza anywhere else. My rat-
ing: 5/5 stars, thank you Fouts family! 
 
*Sponsored by Mama’s Pizza*  
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Rose Thorn Contest Winners Greatest Floor 2020 
 The Rose Thorn has announced the winners of its first ever Writing 
Contest. First place went to junior Josh Eckels, receiving the grand prize of 
$150! Second place recipient was Gordon Phoon, and the third place prize went 
to Ardurra Krishnan. Congrats to the winners, and thank you to all who entered 
 The Greatest Floor competition this year was a blast with its Wild West “The 
Good, The Bad, and The Greatest” theme. After twenty-four hours of chaos and competi-
tions, Percopo 1 was declared the greatest floor overall! A big congratulations to them, to 
Blumberg Hall for taking the runner up spot, and to everyone who put in the hard work to 
make it such a fun time. All who participated looked to have an amazing time with memo-
ries sure to be made. Who knows what next year will bring? 
First place winner Josh Eckels (center) receiving his prize. 
Image Courtesy of Dalal Bima 
Image Courtesy of Colin Beach 
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FOR RENT: 4 Beds, 2.0 Baths / $1,390 
• 4.1 acres of land! 
• 10 minutes from Rose 
• Large Living Room 
• Full Kitchen 
• Master Spa/tub 
• Internet Included 
• DirectTV Included 
• Lawn Care Included 
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FREE 2 pc breadstick & dipping sauce with purchase for 1st Time Customers 
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Kobe Bryant Passes 
Kobe Bryant and Daughter Gianna Pass in Tragic Helicopter Crash 
Jonathan Kawauchi 
World News Editor 
 
 Last Sunday around 10:00 am, 
legendary basketball star Kobe Bry-
ant died in a helicopter crash while 
travelling in foggy conditions above 
the hills of Calabasas, CA at the age 
of 41. The crash occurred near Las 
Virgenes Rd according to a watch 
commander for the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department. Eight 
others died in the crash, including 
his 13 year old daughter, Gianna. 
 The other onboard passengers 
include the Orange Coast College 
Baseball Coach John Altobelli, his 
wife Keri Altobelli and their daugh-
ter Alyssa, who was Gianna’s basket-
ball teammate.  
 Bryant had retired in 2016 from 
the NBA after a 20 year career, but 
soon began a new career writing 
children’s books and other media. In 
2008 he won an Oscar for the ani-
mated short film Dear Basketball. Just 
last Saturday night, Bryant was in 
Philadelphia where he watched LeB-
ron James pass him for third on the 
NBA’s all-time scoring list. 
 Former teammate, Shaquille 
O’Neal tweeted out that afternoon, 
“There’s no words to express the 
pain Im going through with this 
tragedy of loosing my neice Gigi & 
my brother [Kobe Bryant] I love u 
and u will be missed. My condolenc-
es goes out to the Bryant family and 
the families of the other passengers 
on board” 
 Reactions over Bryant’s death 
resonate across the nation, as Presi-
dent Donald Trump calls Bryant’s 
death “terrible news” on twitter and 
former President Barack Obama and 
Michelle sent their “love and pray-
ers… on an unthinkable day” to Bry-
ant’s family. 
 The National Basketball Players 
Association released the statement, 
“We are stunned and devastated by 
the news of the sudden passing of 
Kobe Bryant. Words cannot express 
his impact on our players, the NBA 
and the game of basketball. This is a 
monumental loss for the entire bas-
ketball community and our hearts 
are quite simply broken. We send 
love and prayers out to his wife 
Vanessa and the entire family.” 
 Kobe and Gianna are survived 
by Vanessa Bryant and her three 
daughters, Natalia, Bianca and new-
born Capri. 
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Kobe Bryant, 41, and his daughter Gianna Bryant, 13, who was an aspiring basketball star 
Image courtesy of New York Post 
Jonathan Kawauchi 
World News Editor 
 
 Numerous cases of deadly coro-
navirus infections are occurring in 
China, hitting the Hubei province 
hard as it reports half of the verified 
infections. Last Monday, China re-
ported the death toll of the outbreak 
jumped to 80 while the total con-
firmed cases nationwide rose to 
2744, a 30% rise since last week.  
 The virus is believed to have 
originated in a seafood market in 
Wuhan that was selling illegal wild-
life. 
 China has quarantined the en-
tirety of Hubei from the rest of the 
nation, affecting tens of millions of 
Chinese citizens, in order to slow 
the virus transmission. 
 The virus is garnering global 
concern due to its similarity to the 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
pathogen (SARS), which also origi-
nated in China in 2002 and killed 
hundreds of citizens in mainland 
China, Hong Kong and other areas. 
 Currently, strict domestic trav-
el restrictions have been imposed 
throughout China, with Shandong 
province, Beijing, Shanghai, Xian and 
Tianjin imposing bans on long dis-
tance buses entering or leaving. 
 The travel restrictions will af-
fect the millions of people traveling 
to celebrate the Lunar New Year, 
with the Chinese government ex-
tending the holiday by three days in 
a bid to slow the spread. 
 Beijing has called for transpar-
ency in managing the crisis, after 
public trust was eroded by a cover-
up of the spread of SARS. 
 Several densely populated prov-
inces and cities have mandated face 
masks for any residents traveling 
outside. 
 The virus has spread through-
out China and across the world, 
with cases confirmed in dozens of 
countries within Europe and within 
the United States. 
Virus Outbreak in China  
Death Toll Rises to 80, More Than 2700 Confirmed Cases  
Fully protected medical staff help a patient from an ambulance outside a hospital in Wuhan  
Image courtesy of Aljazeera 
A.J. Henderson 
Staff Writer 
 D ra g on q u es t  XI :  E c h o es  of  a n 
E l u s i v e  A g e  i s  the  e le venth  ma in 
ga me  in  the  lo ng  ru nning  J RPG 
s er ie s  Drago n Q ues t .  Des p ite  be -
ing  a  lo ng - standing  fan  o f  the  
D ra gon Q ue st  se r ies ,  I  ha dn’ t  
bee n a ble  to  p lay  th e  ga me,  
w h ic h  w as  re lea se d  in  Ju ly  2017 ,  
u nti l  th is  y ear .  Now  th a t  I ’ve  
f in ishe d  th e  f i rs t  20  hou rs  of  the  
ga me ,  I  fe l t  th e  nee d  to  w rite  a  
re v iew  of  my  ea r ly  fee l ings  on 
th e  ga me.   
My  rev ie w  w il l  o nly  be  u s ing 
inf o rma tio n  f ro m my f i rs t  20 
h ou rs  o f  th e  ga me  and fro m wha t 
I  c an  te l l  I  s t i l l  ha ve n’t  cros sed 
th e  ha lf -w ay  po int  o f  th e  ma in 
s tory l ine  so  the re ’s  a  lo t  of  the  
ga me  le f t  to  s t i l l  ex pe r ie nce .  For 
th is  reas o n,  I  a m hop ing  to  la te r  
w rite  a  rev ie w  o n the  la s t  20 
h ou rs  o f  th e  ga me.  In th is  re -
v iew,  I  w i l l  o ften  co mp are  the  
ga me  to  e ithe r  D ra g on Q u es t  VI I I  
a nd  I X  as  th ese  we re  the  las t  
tw o  D ra g on Q u es t  ga mes  to  ha ve  a  
ma jor  re lea se  in  the  U nite d 
S ta tes ,  inclu ding  th e  D ra g on Q u es t  
VI I  re ma ke re lea se d  in 2017 .  T h is  
re v iew  is  e nt ire ly  based  o n  the  
P C vers io n  o f  D ra g on Q u e s t  XI  a nd 
a l l  o the r  re leas es  do  ha ve  so me 
grap h ic  d i f fe re nce s .  
Als o ,  D ra g on Q u es t  X w as ne v-
e r  re lea se d  in  N orth  Ame rica  so  
no  co mpariso ns  w il l  be  ma de  to  
th a t re lease .   
T he  f i rs t  ma jo r  th ing th at 
s too d ou t  to  me whe n p lay ing 
D ra g o n Q u es t  XI  i s  th e  new  ve rt i -
ca l i ty  in  the  are a  des igns ,  e spe -
c ia l ly  in  majo r  c it ie s  in  bu i ld ing.  
T he  D ra g on Q u es t  s er ies  h a d  im-
p le me nte d  f u l ly  th ree -
dime ns io na l  gra ph ics  s ince  D ra g -
on  Q u es t  VI I I ,  ho weve r  th e  imp le -
me nta t ion  ha d  a lway s  fe l t  st i l t -
e d  a nd g immick y.  I t  w ou ld  o f ten 
f ee l  l ike  the  se r ie s  wasn ’ t  us ing 
th e  th ree -dime ns io ns  to  i ts  fu l l  
e f fec t  wh en des igning  ma ps,  c i t -
ie s ,  a nd du ngeo ns .   
Mo s t f lo ors  wo uld  be  s epa -
ra te d  by  h idden loa ding  zo nes  
l ike  la dde rs ,  a nd the  loc a t io ns 
w he re  y ou  c an  ma neu ve r  be -
twe en he igh ts  we re  ve ry  re -
s tr ic te d .  Ho we ver ,  D ra g on Q u es t  
XI  i s  d if fe re nt,  w ith  th e  ga me 
s ee ming to  be  bu i l t  fro m the  
gro und up  w ith  3d  mo ve me nt  in 
mind.  I t ’s  the  f irs t  game  in  the  
s er ie s  w ith a  ju mp  fu nct io n,  a nd 
I  ca nnot  u nde rs tate  h ow  im-
p o rta nt i t  is .   
D ra g o n Q u es t  XI  e x pec ts  i ts  
p laye r  to  ju mp  o n to p o f  i te ms 
a nd la ndings ,  to  c ros s  t ight 
w alks  ac ros s  bu i ld ing  ro of s  a nd 
re qu ire s  playe rs  to  e xp lore  the  
e nt ire  th ree  d ime ns io na l i t ie s  of  
i ts  map  to  f ind  i te ms  and o bjec -
t ives .  T h is  wa s  a n  ex tre mely  
we l l -do ne  c ha nge ,  and fee ds  ve ry  
we l l  into  the  gre a t  v is ua l  ma p 
des igns in the  ga me .   
T he  de ve lo pe rs  d id  a  great  
jo b  us ing  how  the  huma n e ye  
mo ve s  ac ro ss  a  scree n to  lead 
p laye rs  towa rds  not ic ing  im-
p o rta nt s truc tures ,  c ha rac te rs ,  
a nd/o r  i te ms.  Ve ry  ea rly  o n  in 
my  p lay throu gh I  wa s a ma zed 
w ith  ho w the  ga me  p o inte d  you 
to  the  loca t ion  o f  a  los t  ca t  on 
th e  map  r igh t  a f te r  be ing  g iven 
th e  ques t  in a  very  o rga nic  wa y.  
I t  rea l ly  su rp r ise d me th a t I  nev-
e r  fe l t  a nno ye d or  in fa nti l ize d  by 
h ow  the  ga me  bu i lds  i ts  3d 
ma ps.  I  w as  neve r  to ta l ly  los t ,  
no r  wa s  i t  eve r  s tup id -ea sy.  The  
ga me  c rea te d a  n ice  ba lance .   
I  a lso  no t ice d  very  e arly  o n 
h ow  gre a t  th e  f igh t ing  a nd class  
s ys te m fe l t  in  D ra g on Q u es t  XI .  I  
k ne w  be fo re  s ta rt ing  i t  tha t  the  
ga me  was n’ t  go ing  to  be  u s ing 
th e  c la ss  sy s te m I  love d  from 
D ra g o n Q u es t  I X ,  w h ere  th e  c ha r-
ac te rs  c la sse s  c ou ld  be  cha nge d 
p re tty  ea s i ly  to  a  mu lt itu de  of  
d i f fe re nt  c la sse s  to  mix  a nd 
ma tc h  yo u r  pa rty .  I  ca me  into 
D ra g o n Q u es t  I X e xpe c t ing  to  d is -
l ike  the  c la ss  sys te m a nd was 
h ap p i ly  su rp r ise d  w he n I  f ou nd -
-as  fa r  as  I  a m c o nce rne d --a  
c o mp le te  u p grade  to  the  sy s te m.  
D ra g o n Q u es t  I X ’ s  c la ss  sy s tem 
a l lo we d fa r  too  much  f re edo m,  
c rea t ing  an  is sue  o f  nee ding  a n 
o nl ine  gu ide  to  f igu re  ou t  h ow  to  
bu i ld  c la sse s ,  w h i le  D ra g on  Q u es t  
VI I I  c ons tra ine d  yo u  into  ha ving 
nea r ly  the  ex ac t  sa me  pa rty  e ve -
ry  ga me  ( to  the  p o int  th a t  the re  
is  an  e xac t  i te miza t ion  nee ded 
to  bea t  the  f ina l  bos s  w itho ut 
be ing e xtre mely  o ve r - leve le d) .   
In  my  ear ly  p la y th ro ugh  of  
D ra g o n Q u es t  XI ,  I  no t ic ed  th a t  it  
c rea te s  a  hap py  me diu m be tween 
bo th  sy s te ms ,  w here  th e  me m-
be rs  in  y ou r  pa rty ’ s  overa l l  c la ss  
i s  a lwa ys  the  sa me .  How eve r,  
h ow  yo u  a l loca te  sk i l l  p o ints  
grea t ly  de te rmines  wh a t e ach 
me mbe r  sp ec ia l izes  in i t .  The  
di f fe re nt  playe r  c o ntrol  c ha rac -
te rs  ha ve  mu lt ip le  weap o n ty pes  
a nd the  s pec ia l  a bi l i t ie s  sk i l l  
t rees  to  go  dow n.  O n top  o f  th is  
eac h  sk i l l  t ree  uses  a  h exa gon 
s ys te m,  so  tha t  yo u’ re  no t  f o l -
lo w ing a  l inea r  pa th to  u nlo ck -
ing  sk i l ls .  T he  di f fe re nt  s k il l  
t rees  ca n  eve n  interac t  w ith  e ach 
o the r  a nd have  s ha re d  u p gra des .  
T h is  c rea te s  the  f ree do m to  
ma ke the  pa rty  f ee l  l ik e  “ yo ur”  
p arty ,  wh i le  g iv ing  the  de ve lo p -
e rs  e no u gh  c o ntrol  to  ma ke  the  
w ay c las ses  interac t  with  each 
o the r  fee ls  s tro ng a nd w e ll  de -
s igne d.  I  c ou ld  w rite  a n  e nt ire  
p ape r  o n  h ow  s ma rt  D ra g on Q u es t  
XI ’ s  sk i l l  t rees  a nd c lass  s ys te m 
is ,  bu t  to  ke ep  th ings  s imp le :  i t ’ s  
go o d and w itho u t  a  do u bt  the  
bes t  in  the  se r ies .  
T he  la s t  ma jo r  th ing  I  no -
t ice d  in  the  ga me  wa s  th e  c ha ng-
e s  to  how  p lay er - le d  i te m cre a-
t io n  in  D ra g on Q u es t  XI  o cc u rs .  In 
D ra g o n Q u es t  VI I I ,  the  a lc he my 
p o t  was  a dded to  the  se r ies ,  
w he re  i te ms  and equ ip me nt 
c ou ld  be  c o mbined in  th e  po t  to  
c rea te  h ighe r s trength ite ms a nd 
e qu ip me nt.  T h is  c o mbining  of  
i te ms  c ou ld  be  do ne  e ither  
th rou gh  ex pe r ime ntat io n  of  
th row ing i te ms  to ge ther ,  o r  u s -
ing  rec ipes  f ou nd in  ch es ts  a nd 
boo k -s he lf s  arou nd th e  game 
w orld.  T h is  mec ha nic  w as  a  b ig 
h it  a nd was  ca rr ie d ove r  w ith 
ve ry  fe w c ha nges  into  D ra g on 
Q u es t  I X .   
I  w i l l  a dmit  I  a bs o lu tely  
lo ve d  th is  s ys te m,  howe ve r  i t  
s o me time s fe l t  l ike  the  a lch e my 
p o t bro ke the  balance  o f  the  
ga me  beca use  i f  so me o ne  loo ked 
u p  the  rec ipes  fo r  h igh  t ie r  i tem 
rec ipes  o nl ine ,  th ey  co uld  create  
i te ms fa r  too  p owe rfu l  f or  the  
s ec t io n  the y ’ re  in.  I t  ma de  the  
dif f ic ulty  cu rve  a nd powe r  p ro-
gres s io n  in  bo th  ga mes ’  o dd a t  
t ime s.  D ra g on Q u es t  XI  go t  r id  of  
th e  a lc he my  p o t,  re p lac ing  it  
w ith  the  F un -S ize d F o rge d.  U n-
l ike  the  a lche my  p o t th e  fo rge  
ca n  o nly  p ro duce  e qu ipme nt,  a nd 
i t  a lso  c a n  o nly  us e  rec ipes  to  
p ro duce  tha t equ ip me nt.   
Yo u ca n  no t  ex pe r iment  by 
a dding  ingre die nt  to geth er  ou t-
s ide  o f  a  re c ipe  o r  u se  a  rec ipe  
y ou  fo u nd o u ts ide  th e  ga me 
w orld  to  p ro duce  p owe rful  
i te ms.  Th is  ga ve  the  game  deve l-
o pe rs  the  abi l i ty  to  bette r  co n-
tro l  po wer  p ro gre ss ion  in  th e  
p laye r ,  as  they  co u ld h ide  e qu ip -
me nt  re c ipe s  in  the  loca t ions i t  
w ou ld  mak e the  mos t  s ense  f or  
th e  p laye r  to  f ind  them.  Of te n 
w he n yo u e nte r  a  new  area ,  mo st 
o f  the  i te ms  yo u  ca n  f ind  in  s u r-
ro unding  s to res  c an  ins te a d be  
ma de  by  the  f orge  i f  you  e xp lore  
th e  a rea  a nd f ind i ts  recip es .   
T h is  ca n  be  h igh ly  p ro f i ta ble  
beca use  i t  does n’ t  ta ke  the  
ga me ’s  in -wo rld cu rre ncy  o f  go ld 
to  u se  th e  f orge  a nd beca us e  of  
th e  o ther  ma jo r  c ha nge s  to  the  
i te m crea t io n  me chanic ,  the  
f o rge  mini -ga me  a nd equ ip me nt 
ra t ings .  D ra g on Q u es t  XI  h as  add-
e d  a  ra t ing sy s te m to  a l l  e qu ip-
me nt,  w h ich  me ans tha t  w hen 
y ou  pro duce  e qu ip ment  in  the  
f o rge  i f  yo u play  the  mini  game 
we l l  e no ugh,  the  e qu ipme nt  w ill  
c o me  o u t  a t  a  h igher qu a l i ty  
w ith  be tter  s ta ts .  Any  i te m you 
bu y in -s to re  w il l  o nly  be  of  
s tanda rd  qu al i ty ,  w h i le  th e  fo rge  
ca n  ma ke i te ms  of  up  to  qu al i ty  
+3.   
T h is  ca n  make  a  no rma l ly  
lo wer  co s t  i te m be  s tronge r  th an 
th e  h ighe r  co s t  i te ms  i f  th e  low -
e r  cos t  i te m ha s  e nte re d the  
f o rge .  O n to p  o f  th is ,  y o u  ca n 
a ls o  ha ve  i te ms  e nte r  th e  f o rge  
a f te r  c rea t io n to  try  a nd re ach  a  
h ighe r  qu a l ity ,  wh ic h  mea ns  the  
f o rge  is  co ns ta nt ly  use fu l  and 
imp o rta nt.  I t ’s  ano the r e xa mp le  
o f  D ra g on Q u es t  XI  h a ving  a  be tter  
u nde rsta nding  of  ho w to  co m-
bine  p laye r  f ree do m w ith  de ve l-
o pe r c ontrol .   
O ve ra l l ,  I ’ ve  rea l ly  e njo yed 
my  f irs t  20  ho u rs  in  D ra g on  Q u es t  
XI .  I t  ho ne s t ly  a s to unds  me  h ow 
mu ch  po s it ive  cha nge  th e  deve l-
o pe rs  p u t  into  the  s erie s  whe n 
c o mpa re d  to  the  ea r l ie r  ga mes 
w h ic h  I  s t i l l  se e  as  some  of  the  
p eak  ve rs io n  o f  J RP Gs  ou t  the re .  
My  o nly  rea l  i ss ues  w ith  the  
ga me  s o  fa r  mo s t ly  have  to  do 
w ith  p ol ish .  I t  do es  so me times 
f ee l  l ik e  th e  plo t  l ine  ea r ly  o n  is  
to o  ea sy  to  see  c o ming,  w ith  a ny 
p lo t  tw is ts  f a l l ing  f la t .  Als o ,  the  
de ve lo pers  de c ided  to  no t  g ive  
th e  a dult  ma in  cha rac ter  l ines  o r  
a  vo ice  ac tor  e ve n  thou gh  the re  
a re  se ct io n he ’ s  sp eak ing  to  o th-
e r  a c to rs .  I t  ju s t  fee ls  we ird  that 
h e does n’ t  h ave  a  vo ice  ac tor  
s ince  a l l  the  o the r  c ha rac te rs  do,  
a nd the y ga ve  the  ma in  c ha rac ter  
a  few  vo ice  ac to r  l ine s  in  sce nes  
w he re  he  was  a  c h i ld.  I t  ma kes 
th e  ma in  ch ara c ter  f ee l  l ik e  he  
h as  no pe rs onal i ty ,  wh i le  the  
c h i ldho o d ve rs io n’s  pers onal i ty  
s ee ms  very  inte re s t ing.  I  a lso  
d is l ike d  tha t  mos t  o f  th e  e qu ip -
me nt  yo u pu t  o n  does  no t  c ha nge  
th e  in -ga me  cha rac te rs  c os -
tu mes,  w ith  only  ce rta in  a rmo rs  
a nd the  wea po ns  s how ing u p  o n 
th e  c ha rac te r .  Ne ve rth eless ,  I  
rea l ly  d id  e njo y my f i rs t  20 
h ou rs  w ith  D ra g on Q u es t  XI  a nd 
ca n’ t  w a it  to  see  the  rest  o f  wha t 
th e  ga me  ha s  to  o f fe r .  Th e  D ra g on  
Q u es t  se r ie s  is  k no w n f or  ge tt ing 
be tte r  a s  yo u  ge t  fu rth er  into  the  
ga me ,  so  I  h ave  h igh e xpec ta -
t io ns .  
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Dragon Quest XI: Echoes of an Elusive Age 
Reviewing the first 20hrs of Gameplay 
“...the way classes interact with 
each other feels strong and 
well designed.” 
Dragon Quest XI strikes “a 
happy medium” that previ-
ous installments lacked. 
Image courtesy of Nintendo.co.uk 
Drag on  Que s t  X I :  E c ho es  o f  an  E lu s i v e  A ge  i s  a  s i gn i f i -
can t  improv emen t  on  p re v io us  ins ta l lm ents .   
Image courtesy of youtube.com 
 
 Two yea rs  ago,  Macol m 
McKormick (a .k .a .  Mac Mil-
ler) ,  died due to  a  drug over-
dose.  He was  an American art-
i s t  a n d  r a p p e r  w h o  h a d 
amassed a  very loyal  fol lowing 
to his  music .  His  tendency to  
switch his  songs f rom hip hop 
fun to introspect ive  lyric ism 
was a  unique abi l i ty  that  he 
displayed throughout  his  six  
a lbums,  an abi l i ty  that  many 
of  his  fans attributed with 
changing their  l ives  for  the  
better .   
 Mac Mil ler  was a  trou-
bled person who often ref lect-
ed those themes in  his  music ,  
and his  posthumou s  a lbum, 
t it led C i r cl es ,  i s  no di f ferent .  
While  his  death was in  Sep-
tember of  20 18 ,  his  f r iend and  
musical  partner Jon Brion re-
cently  rel eased the a lbum on 
J a nu a ry  1 7t h ,  2 0 2 0 .  Wh en 
they f irst  met ,  Mil l er  was a l-
ready worki ng on his  f i f th  a l -
bum,  Sw i m m in g ,  and had ideas  
of  songs that  would act  as  i ts  
counterpart .  These ideas came 
to f ruit ion as  C i r c l es .   
 
 The whole a lbum is  a  
mel low ride.  Start ing  with the 
t itular  song “Ci rcles” ,  a  l ight 
guitar  and a  l ight  voice are  
b o t h  i n c r e d i b l y  c o n s i s t e n t  
throughout ,  soothing the l is-
tener and desc endi ng them 
into the rhythm and lyrics .  
Once there,  the audience i s  
taken on a  tr ip  through his  
psyche,  exploring  the depths  
of  what he was feel ing  prior  
to  his  death.  Mil ler  si ngs as  i f  
he is  pleading for  a  break. . .  a  
break from the weig ht  of  his 
stardom,  a  break from the  
troubles of  l i fe .   
 
 While  at  the r isk  of  
sounding c l iché,  this  a lbum is  
a l l  about  taking a  step back 
and looking at  yourse l f  f rom a 
third person perspect ive.  And 
that is  exact ly  what is  done  
here with C i r c l es .   Mac Mil ler ,   
 
although he wil l  never  know,  
has created an excel lent  a l -
bum that  goes in  depth with 
the emotions people  scarcely  
ta lk  about :  depressi on,  sor-
row ,  mel a nc h ol i a ,  a nd  th e 
l ike.  It  i s  an a lb um that 
touches very wel l  on the di f f i -
cult  topics.  And even i f  mel-
l ow ,  l i g h t  sou ndi n g  song s  
aren ’t  you r thing ,  I  st i l l  en-
cou rag e you t o take f i f ty  
minutes  out  of  you r day just  
to  l isten  to  i t .  Someti mes that 
f i rst  step makes  a l l  the di f fer-
ence.  
The Emotions behind his Final Album, Circles 
A Memoriam to Mac Miller 
Homemade Mac & Cheese 
  
Ingredients  
4 tablespoons butter 
6 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 cups whole milk 
4oz cheddar cheese 
4oz monterey jack cheese 
6oz parmesan cheese 
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard  
     (optional) 
2-6 tablespoons cayenne pepper  
     (optional) 
1 lb macaroni or preferred pasta 
1 cup unseasoned Panko bread crumbs 
Kosher salt 




1. Melt the 4oz of butter in a saucepan 
until bubbling, slowly adding in equal 
amounts of all-purpose flour. 
2. Slowly drizzle in whole milk until a 
thick, gravy-like bechamel sauce base 
forms. 
3. Incorporate cheddar, monterey jack, 
and 4oz of the parmesan into the 
sauce. 
4. (Optional) Add the dijon mustard to 
the sauce, with any amount of cayenne 
pepper for a preferred amount of heat 
and color. 
5. Salt and pepper the cheese sauce to 
taste 
6. Melt a small amount of butter in a 
nonstick pan. Toast bread crumbs on 
med-low heat, with regular tossing, 
until browned. 
7. Parcook the pasta. 
8. Place the pasta in well-buttered Pyrex 
or ceramic casserole container.  
9. Pour the cheese sauce over the pasta 
and top with toasted bread crumbs 
and remaining parmesan cheese.  
10. Bake at 450°F for 15 minutes.  
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A Recipe That is Sure to Please 
“Miller sings 
as if he is 
pleading for 
a break... a 
break from 
the weight of 
his stardom, 
a break from 
the troubles 
of life.” 
Before and after baking the mac & cheese. Delicious! 
Image courtesy of Jon Kawauchi 
(left) Mac Miller performing at Coachella in 2017. (right) Mac Miller’s posthumous album, Circles. 





Every year, the Netherlands cele-
brates Sinterklaas based off the his-
torical figure Saint Nicholas. Accord-
ing to Dutch tradition, his helper is 
Black Pete (or “Zwarte Piet”). To 
celebrate this tradition, many adults 
and children dress up as Black Pete, 
painting their faces black and their 
lips red and large. Many times, they 
reenact his behavior as buffoonish, 
reminiscent of the minstrel shows in 
the 18th and 19th century United 
States.  
Recently, however, the tradition 
has received pushback from people 
of color. For instance, one student 
interviewed by Al Jazeera comment-
ed that “It’s culture and tradition, 
but very quickly it becomes xeno-
phobic.” She told Al Jazeera that as 
one of the few people of color living 
in a more traditional neighborhood 
in Amsterdam, the Jordaan, she was 
handed a written note that said in 
Dutch, “Piss off, foreigner. Black Pete 
belongs in the Jordaan! Away with 
the foreigners.” 
In response to criticism of Black 
Pete, advocates of the tradition ac-
cuse activists of being too politically 
correct, or too “PC.” Originating 
from activism on American college 
campuses in the late 80’s and early 
90’s, the phrase has come to mean 
something rather negative. Accord-
ing to Netflix’s series Explained, in the 
United States, 4 out of 5 Republicans 
and 3 out of 5 Democrats agree that 
America has become too politically 
correct as of 2015. But why? And 
what exactly is it about political cor-
rectness that makes it such a divisive 
topic?  
One example given by Explained’s 
episode “Political Correctness” is 
that of a biracial couple on an early 
90’s college campus. At one point, 
the black man is assaulted by other 
white students for dating a white 
woman during which he is called a “f
---ing” n-word. The next day, stu-
dents overtook an academic building 
in protest of this violence. Yet, some 
viewed the students’ demonstration 
as an overreaction, saying that when 
two men get drunk and fight, and 
one of them happens to be black, it’s 
not necessary to launch a demonstra-
tion against racism.   
Julia Serano, an activist and au-
thor interviewed in Explained, breaks 
down acceptance of a people group 
into three stages: (1) tolerance, (2) 
legitimization, and (3) recognition 
that prejudice can be subconscious. 
In the first stage, people may view 
this different group as uncomfortable 
to be around, but nevertheless, they 
can be around them. The second 
stage occurs when a discussion 
about this group’s legal rights are 
discussed. The last stage, however, is 
where political correctness comes 
into play. 
Language has power. The words 
we choose to describe a group of 
people can reinforce stereotypes of 
them and their culture, and if ad-
dressed to them directly can have a 
negative effect on their self-image, 
either as a group or as individuals. In 
the present day United States, overt 
statements of cultural denigration 
are not very common. Instead, toxic 
language is more subtle; it manifests 
itself in “everyday” phrases. A con-
temporary example of this is the pre-
fix “Miss or Misses.” Both refer to a 
woman, but the key difference is her 
marital status. The implication is 
that marriage is an integral part of a 
woman’s identity, whereas for men, 
“Mister,” is used in nearly all cases. 
While there used to be much 
pushback against supplanting 
“Misses” with “Miss,” in 2019, it 
seems that the generally accepted 
way to refer to a woman is by 
“Miss.”  
Another example is the use of 
the term “anchor babies” to refer to 
American-born children of undocu-
mented immigrants. It is simply used 
by many people as a way to refer to 
another group of people; “that’s just 
what they’re called,” someone might 
reply to being asked why that phrase 
is used. Even while not used in con-
junction with overt statements of 
denigration, the term exposes a sub-
conscious depiction of immigrants as 
scheming and manipulative people 
who use the innocence of their chil-
dren as a way to avoid the law. It 
hides their background of political 
persecution and personal suffering--
similar to that of the pilgrims who 
landed on the shores of New England 
centuries earlier--and replaces it 
with images of America-hating, 
crime-loving people with a common 
goal of exploiting the United States. 
As a result, this term is deemed 
politically incorrect because it incor-
rectly identifies an entire group of 
people with a harmful stereotype. 
Using politically incorrect language 
can affirm our subconscious preju-
dice of others and in such cases is an 
impediment to reconciliation of 
clashing cultures.  
A solution to this is presented by 
W. Kamau Bell, a comedian featured 
in Netflix’s Explained. “If you call me 
by a label that I have chosen rather 
than a label that your group has cho-
sen,” he says, “it’s just a cooler way to 
be.”   
And yet, the phrase “politically 
correct” has become a buzz-word 
employed by politicians and political 
commentators to depict certain 
movements or points of view as elit-
ist or oversensitive. Geert Wilders, a 
politician in the Netherlands, is 
shown in Explained in saying that, “It 
is my job to talk about these prob-
lems even when the politically cor-
rect elite prefers not to mention 
them.” In the United States, then-
presidential candidate Donald 
Trump declared that “we can’t worry 
about being politically correct.”  
Nowhere is this issue more con-
troversial than on college campuses, 
where it seems that political correct-
ness means pitting inclusivity 
against freedom of speech. For exam-
ple, in 2017 Middlebury College 
brought the author of The Bell Curve 
on campus to speak about his work 
linking economic status and intelli-
gence with race. Instead of giving his 
speech, however, the speaker was 
shouted down by protesters who 
flooded the auditorium, condemning 
his work as racist. Another example 
of this occurred during the 2018 fall 
quarter at Rose-Hulman, when con-
troversial speaker Nick Fuentes was 
invited to speak about the negative 
effects of immigration on America. 
Known for his tendency for hate 
speech against minority groups, the 
invitation prompted numerous pub-
lic announcements by student organ-
izations and even the President at 
the time, encouraging students to 
not attend the event. Eventually, 
however, Young Americans for Liber-
ty (YAL)—the organization whose 
Rose-Hulman chapter reached out to 
Fuentes—denounced Fuentes, the 
club dissolved, and Fuentes’ invita-
tion was rescinded.  
In both cases, some parties 
viewed this as a restriction on one of 
the basic human freedoms--the right 
to free speech. For Middlebury Col-
lege, some of the students actually 
wanted to hear from this controver-
sial author to better understand how 
he thought the argument “African 
American people have lower intelli-
gence because of genetics” was an 
honest one. I’m sure something simi-
lar applies to Nick Fuentes and Rose
-Hulman, and a full discussion of free 
speech and inclusivity is beyond the 
scope of this article.  
The point is that because of in-
stances like these, the phrase 
“politically correct” has come to 
mean something negative to so many 
people. Instead of a tool to mitigate 
the friction between different groups 
of people, political correctness has 
become a label to quickly dismiss 
opposing views as elitist, oversensi-
tive, or even as a threat to our free-
doms. It has spiraled into a way to 
divide ourselves and discourage ex-
change of ideas. 
We have forgotten that the de-
sire for political correctness stems 
from a good place—the underlying 
principle that the best government 
requires an accurate and humane 
picture of one another. If we must do 
away with political correctness, let 
us not forget where it came from.  
Where it came from and where it is today 
Dutch citizens celebrating Sinterklaas by dressing up as Zwarte Piet, Saint 
Nicholas’ helper. 
Image courtesy of kickstarter.com 
“Language has power.” 
PAGE SIX | VOLUME 55 | ISSUE 13 
In recent years, Zwarte Piet has received pushback from citizens, prompting 
discussions about political correctness. 
Image courtesy of dw.com 








January 29: vs. Manchester 
February 1: vs. Mt. St. Joseph 
February 5: @ Anderson 
February 8: @ Transylvania 
February 12: vs. Franklin 
February 15: @ Defiance 
February 19: @ Earlham 
January 29: @ Manchester 
February 1: vs Mt. St. Joseph 
February 5: vs. Anderson 
February 8: @ Transylvania 
February 12: @ Franklin 
February 15: @ Defiance 
February 19: vs Earlham 
 
February 1: @ Hanover 
February 13: HCAC Championship 
February 14: HCAC Championship 




& Diving Caleigh Kintner 
Sports  Editor 
 The Rose-Hulman men's basketball team celebrated Alumni / Fami-
ly Day with a Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference win against the 
Bluffton Beavers 65-51 on Saturday.   
The team was led by the efforts of Craig McGee and John Czarnecki each 
recording a double-double in the contest.  McGee finished the game with 13 
points, 10 rebounds, and eight assists.  Czarnecki recorded 10 points and 10 
rebounds to achieve his seventh career double-double.   
Other contributors included Eli Combs who finished the game in double 
figures with 14 points and six rebounds.  Michael Lake was also able to 
make an impact with eight points.   
The second half featured a quick start by Bluffton, but Rose-Hulman re-
sponded to take the lead midway through the half.  The Engineers would 
take the lead after a basket from Vuk Djuric and a foul resulting in a play to 
put the team ahead 38-37.  
Rose-Hulman would outscore the Beavers 43-27 in the second half to pull 
away and earn the 14-point win.  
The team will look ahead to continue HCAC play hosting Manchester on 
Wednesday, 1/29 at 7:30 pm. 
 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
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Caleigh Kintner 
Sports  Editor 
Rose-Hulman held Bluffton University to just five points in the quarter to ral-
ly and earn a 43-40 women's basketball victory in the Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Day Game at Hulbert Arena on Saturday. 
The Engineers honored more than 30 local cancer survivors in a pregame cere-
mony, and then relied on a strong defensive effort to pick up the victory. 
Rose-Hulman held a 21-19 lead at the half, before Bluffton rallied to take a 35-
28 lead entering the fourth quarter.  The Engineers outscored Bluffton 15-5 in 
the final 10 minutes to earn the win. 
Nola Wilson led the offense with a double-figure scoring effort featuring 11 
points.  Nosa Igiehon added seven points, 14 rebounds and five blocked shots, 
and Desirae Webster came off the bench with seven points and eight re-
bounds. 
Other key contributors included Hannah Woody with six points and three 
assists; and the duo of Rose Burnham and Jordan Barlow with five points 
each. 
The score was tied at 37-37 for a two-minute span of the fourth quarter before 
Igiehon put the Engineers ahead with a basket.  The lead reached 41-37 on a 
layup by Burnham with 38 seconds left. 
Mills answered with a three-pointer to bring Bluffton within 41-40 at the 11-
second mark.  Woody hit two free throws with 10 seconds left to give Rose-
Hulman a three-point lead, and the Engineers defended a potential game-tying 
shot to finalize the win. 
Rose-Hulman improved to 3-14 on the season and 2-8 in HCAC play, while 
Bluffton dropped to 9-8 and 3-7.  The Engineers return to action on Wednes-




Sports  Editor 
 Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology earned a dramatic men's team victo-
ry and the women's squad picked up a pair of event wins on Senior Night against 
HCAC rival Franklin College on Friday. 
The men's team trailed by one point entering the final event of the night, before the 
team of Dutch Kipp, Brendan King, Zach Tate and Jared Brown picked up a 400-
freestyle win.  The Engineers topped Franklin 148-140 in the team scoring by virtue 
of the final event victory. 
On the women's side, Rose-Hulman had a pair of first-place performances in a 217-
62 loss to the nationally ranked Grizzlies.  Parker Brady won the 100-backstroke 
and Natalija Pumpurs claimed the 200-backstroke. 
Rose-Hulman also honored its senior class of four prior to their final home 
meet.  This year's senior class included Austin Bockman, Parker Brady, Michaela 
Kivett and Michelle Reese. 








The men's meet featured nine wins in 16 events on the evening.  In addition to the 
400-freestyle win, the 200-medley relay team of William Kemp, Derick Miller, 
Brown and Kipp picked up a win. Brown and Miller won two individual events each 
for Rose-Hulman.  Brown won the 50-freestyle and the 100-freestyle.  Miller swept 
the 100-butterfly and 200-butterfly events. Other individual winners included Kemp 
in the 200-individual medley; King in the 500-freestyle; and Ethan Park in the 200-
breaststroke. 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
   Union Elevato r  
   Moench Elevato r  
   Myers  Elevator  
   Olin  Elevator  
   Percopo El evator  
   Lakeside  E levator   
   Apartments  E levat or  
   Percopo Ramp  
   Apartment  Ramp  
   Spe ed Beach on to  the  Ic e  
   The fo ur  st eps  in  t he  Humanit ies  Sec tion   
   Wheelchai r  ent rance  in  Moench  
   Myers  Ram p  
   The currently  c los ed  each Moench E ntrance  
   The ent ire ty  of  Lo gan Library  
   Shi pping Docks  be hind the  Union  
   Ladder  up the  s ide  of  th e  Rose  Polyte chnic  Smoke-
stack 
   The Vanil la -Co rn Ice  Cream from the  Bone  
DISCLAIMER: Anything that you see on this page, the Flipside, can be taken to be false information, with exception to the Wacky Prof an d Heard 
‘Round Campus. Anything that is not attributed to a specific author can be assumed to be written by me, Matthew Supp. If you have any questions, 
comment, or content, do not hesitate to reach out to Matthew Supp, the Flipside Editor, at <suppmg@rose -hulman.edu>       Thank you for reading! 
 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“I’m going to give you the middle finger in Calculus.”  
-Dr. William Butske 
 
“Careful with what you say, I have 14 acres and a 
shovel.“  
- Dr. Tennat 
 
“There’s no crying during exams.”  
-Dr. Finn 
 
“It’s compensation for killing you softly.”  
- Dr. Reza 
 
“I’ve got 99 problems, and Maple is 98 of them.”  
- Dr. Riehl 
 
“It’s not the one that’s even, it’s the one that’s not 
odd.” 
- Dr. Rasheed 
 
“My son always say ‘Bruh’ when playing video games 
in the basement.”  
-Dr. Mario Simoni 
 
“That crazy ass Communist bitch.”  
- Dr. Carlson 
 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of 
context? Did you hear something confusing or funny on 
your jaunt about the fine halls of this institution? We 
want to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it 
to suppmg@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty google 
form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1  
TOP TEN 
On Campus Accommodations For 
People With Disabilities 
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“Rule of Thumb: try not to charge a microwave” 
-Random student during D&D session 
Invasion of ND: a Personal 
Account       Anam O. Myss 
 I wish I could tell you we stopped them. We tried ever so  
valiantly. At least the rest of them did. I did the sensible thing and got 
my ass out of there. ‘Out of where?’, you might ask. Well I got my ass 
out of North Dakota. That place sucks, we all knew, but the Canucks 
came to prove it.  
 There I was, breathing air, circulating blood through my vital 
organs, ya know, normal North Dakotan things. When all of a sudden, 
this huge noise came through and basically shook my house. I ran  
outside, then down the street half a mile to see if my next-door  
neighbor had heard the same thing. I got to his door and it was wide 
open. His family was inside hurriedly packing suitcases.  
 When he caught my eye, I asked him, “What the hell are you 
folks doing?”. “Didncha hear it? Them damned Canadians are coming! 
Help us pack up!” Confused as ever, I hauled ass back to my own house, 
and turned on the News. Sure enough, our neighbors to the north had 
started invading.  
 It took me only three minutes to get together the essentials: a 
week’s worth of clothes, all the tangible money I could find, my laptop 
and phone, my dog, and of course my LG Two in One Front Loading 
Washer/Dryer. As soon as all my stuff had been safely put in my car, I 
went straight for Minneapolis.  
 As I drove, the lady on the radio news kept relaying the same 
information to her listeners: 
 “They’ve broken through our border, Citizens are urged to take 
up arms and defend this proud state”  
I would rather eat a pile of poop than fight Canadians, so I dipped.  
 I really do not like North Dakota, but my neighbors were nice 
people, so I figured I had to do something to help them, so I called the 
President. When I begged him to send aid to North Dakota he  
responded with “North Dakota? Never heard of her, is she foreign?” 
 He was no use so I ask you, whoever may be reading, to please 
keep South, I mean North Dakota in your thoughts, and to send  
whatever help you can. Long Live and Prosper. 
Joke of the Week:  
What did the ocean say to the lighthouse? 
 Nothing, because it is an ocean, not an intelligent 
 creature capable of making the proper noises to 
 convey a greeting message 
BIC and KIC Name Change 
Effective Immediately  
 After a quick emergency meeting with the board of trustees late 
Sunday evening, there has been a name change to the Branam and Kre-
mer Innovation Centers. As we all know, these two buildings are home 
to anything a student on campus could want when crating a personal 
project, as well as the great Rose Hulman competition teams. The rea-
son that this emergency meeting was called was to address the fact that 
the names of these buildings did not properly convey what their main  
function is.  
 The name for the Branam and Kremer Innovation Centers have 
now changed to accommodate the fact that they are both a part of the 
same building, as well as clearly stating their function. The new name is 
as follows:  
 The Robert Coons Center for Hands-On Innovative Learning, 
Student Projects, and Competition Teams. Oh Yeah, and The Poor, 
Poor Students in the Engineering Design Program. 
Or for short: TRCCFHOILSPACTOYATPPSITEDP.  
 During a quick interview with Chairman of the Board Niles  
Noblitt, he commented on the sudden change: “While showering, I 
came up with the brilliant idea to change the name of this one building 
to specifically address its function. By doing this, I hope donors will 
have an easier time understanding why they should donate to the 
TRCCFHOILSPACTOYATPPSITEDP. Hopefully the board and I can 
make more changes to the academic buildings in the future so that we 
can get more money.”  
Flipside Flipside 
